
Welcome Teachers and Parents!
Welcome to FIND Iowa! We are so excited that you could join us on these adventures in our great state of
Iowa. Iowa PBS will take you and your students on expeditions to discover Iowa in brand new ways. You’ll ask
questions, wonder about our state’s past, observe how our state has changed, and learn something new and
unique about Iowa.

Teachers, parents and learners in grades 2-5 will explore Iowa Core, standards aligned, science and social
studies virtual field trips having Fun Investigating New Discoveries in Iowa.

Every good explorer needs tools to make great discoveries. Each field trip will explore several locations across
the state, using the following tools to help your learner discover Iowa:

● Overview video to activate prior knowledge and set the stage
● On-site videos related to each topic
● Interactive maps of Iowa locations, 360° videos and panoramic images

And, every good explorer needs a guide to help them learn what they do not know. To help you be that guide,
each field trip will include:

● Iowa Social Studies and Science Core Standards alignments
● Discussion questions
● Suggested activities
● Additional resources

FIND Iowa: Cultural Contributions to Iowa
People with heritages from all over the world call Iowa home. Over time, people from different places have
contributed a variety of new things to Iowa culture. These unique contributions highlight both what makes each
Iowan unique and what common bonds Iowans share. You may be surprised how the activities you do or things
you enjoy have been shaped by different cultures. Dive in and see what you find!

Iowa Core Standards
Social Studies

● SS.3.27 Explain the cultural contributions that different groups have made in Iowa.
● SS.3.28 Analyze the impact of technological changes in Iowa, across time and place.

https://iowacore.gov/sites/default/files/k-12_socialstudies_508.pdf#page=19
https://iowacore.gov/sites/default/files/k-12_socialstudies_508.pdf#page=22


Discussion Questions
1. What variety of cultures are represented in your neighborhood or in your classroom?
2. What is your favorite food? What culture might this have originated from?
3. What traditions does your family have? How might these traditions have developed?
4. How do the things that others do and say impact your behavior and viewpoints?
5. How do the things that you do and say impact others’ behavior and viewpoints?
6. What are some things that we can learn from talking and listening to others with different backgrounds?
7. Besides food and music, what other aspects may vary from culture to culture?

Suggested Activities
● Cultural Commotion With Arthur | PBS LearningMedia: Providing exposure to various cultures through

this activity will enrich your children’s or students’ experiences and enable them to appreciate their own
heritage.

● The Power of Listening | PBS: All of our family customs and traditions come from somewhere. Use the
questions in this blog post to have a student interview a family member.

● Celebrate Your Heritage | Scholastic: These three lessons from Scholastic move students to discover
their ancestry, immerse themselves in learning about what cultures they have come from, and to
explore how their heritage continues to shape them today. With a class of students doing this, students
are then moved to appreciate the differences and similarities among their respective family heritages.

Additional Resources
● World Cultures Collection | PBS LearningMedia: This collection focuses on food, folktales and other

aspects of cultural heritage.
● eHRAF | Yale University: eHRAF from Yale University is an ethnographic collection that contains

indexed information about a wide range of aspects of culture from all around the world.
● Google Arts & Culture: Google Arts & Culture provides a vast array of street view walkthroughs of some

of the most renowned museums and exhibits in the world. Learn about different cultures through
exploring different museums across the world.

● Explore History and Culture | Smithsonian Institution: The Smithsonian Institution is a network of
museums, education and research complex, and even a zoo! Check out their history and culture
resources to learn more about a wide variety of cultures from around the world.

● Native American History and Heritage | Edsitement: This teacher’s guide provides resources for
teaching about the heritage of Native Americans, including information, visuals, discussion questions
and additional resources.

https://iowa.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/arct14.pre.artculture/culture-commotion/
https://www.pbs.org/education/blog/the-power-of-listening
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/unit-plans/teaching-content/celebrate-your-heritage/
https://iowa.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/world-cultures-pbskids/
https://ehrafworldcultures.yale.edu/ehrafe/
https://artsandculture.google.com/
https://www.si.edu/explore/history
https://edsitement.neh.gov/teachers-guides/american-indian-history-and-heritage



